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the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

f

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

Th following bills and joint resolu-
tion were introduced, read the first and
second time by unanimous consent,
and referred as indicated:

By Mr. SPECTER:
S. 435. A bill to provide children with im-

proved access to health care; to the Commit-
tee on Labor and Human Resources.

By Mr. ROTH (for himself, Mr. MOY-
NIHAN, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. KERRY,
Mr. DEWINE, Mr. LEAHY, and Mr.
SPECTER):

S. 436. A bill to amend the Internal Reve-
nue Code of 1986 to provide for the establish-
ment of an intercity passenger rail trust
fund, and for other purposes; to the Commit-
tee on Finance.

By Mr. DOMENICI (for himself, Mr.
INOUYE, Mr. CAMPBELL, Mr. JOHNSON,
Mr. MURKOWSKI, Mr. STEVENS, and
Mr. BINGAMAN):

S. 437. A bill to improve Indian reservation
roads and related transportation services,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Indian Affairs.

By Mr. GRASSLEY:
S. 438. A bill to provide for implementation

of prohibitions against payment of social se-
curity benefits to prisoners, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. MURKOWSKI (for himself, Mr.
AKAKA, Mr. DOMENICI, and Mr. KYL):

S. 439. A bill to provide for Alaska State
jurisdiction over small hydroelectric
projects, to address voluntary licensing of
hydroelectric projects on fresh waters in the
State of Hawaii, to provide an exemption for
portion of a hydroelectric project located in
the State of New Mexico, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself and Mr.
BROWNBACK):

S. 440. A bill to deauthorize the Animas-La
Plata Federal reclamation project and to di-
rect the Secretary of the Interior to enter
into negotiations to satisfy, in a manner
consistent with all Federal laws, the water
rights interests of the Ute Mountain Ute In-
dian Tribe and the Southern Ute Indian
Tribe; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. HARKIN (for himself and Mr.
SPECTER):

S. 441. A bill to improve health care qual-
ity and reduce health care costs by establish-
ing a National Fund for Health Research
that would significantly expand the nation’s
investment in medical research; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr.
KERRY):

S. 442. A bill to establish a national policy
against State and local government inter-
ference with interstate commerce on the
Internet or interactive computer services,
and to exercise Congressional jurisdiction
over interstate commerce by establishing a
moratorium on the imposition of exactions
that would interfere with the free flow of
commerce via the Internet, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

f

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. DOMENICI (for himself, Mr.
DODD, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. MIKULSKI,
Mr. BENNETT, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr.
KEMPTHORNE, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. FRIST,
Mr. CLELAND, Mr. ROBERTS, and Mr.
SPECTER):

S. Res. 63. A resolution proclaiming the
week of October 19 through October 25, 1997,
as ‘‘National Character Counts Week’’; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SARBANES (for himself, Ms.
MIKULSKI, Mr. WARNER, and Mr.
AKAKA):

S. Con. Res. 7. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that Federal
retirement cost-of-living adjustments should
not be delayed; to the Committee on Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mr. ROBB:
S. Con. Res. 8. A concurrent resolution ex-

pressing the sense of Congress that Federal
retirement cost-of-living adjustments should
be effective on the same date as other cost-
of-living adjustments given to federal retire-
ment programs; to the Committee on Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself, Mr.
DOMENICI, Mr. DODD, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr.
BIDEN, and Mr. LUGAR):

S. Con. Res. 9. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress regarding co-
operation between the United States and
Mexico on counter-drug activities; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. GRASSLEY:
S. Con. Res. 10. A concurrent resolution ex-

pressing the sense of the Congress regarding
certification of Mexico pursuant to section
490 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. GREGG (for himself, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. JEFFORDS, and Mr. KEN-
NEDY):

S. Con. Res. 11. A concurrent resolution
recognizing the 25th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the first nutrition program
for the elderly under the Older Americans
Act of 1965; to the Committee on Labor and
Human Resources.

f

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. ROTH (for himself, Mr.
MOYNIHAN, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr.
BIDEN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. DEWINE,
Mr. LEAHY, and Mr. SPECTER):

S. 436. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the
establishment of an intercity passenger
rail trust fund, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

AMTRAK TRUST FUND LEGISLATION

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I rise to in-
troduce legislation that would create a
dedicated source of capital funding for
Amtrak. Joining me as cosponsors are
Senators MOYNIHAN, LAUTENBERG,
WYDEN, JEFFORDS, BIDEN, KERRY,
DEWINE, LEAHY, and SPECTER.

Mr. President, all major modes of
transportation have a dedicated source
of capital funding, except for intercity
passenger rail.

My legislation would correct this in-
equity and create a secure and reliable
capital trust fund for Amtrak, no dif-
ferent than what other major modes of
transportation now have.

My legislation would transfer one-
half cent of the 4.3 cent per gallon
motor fuels tax currently going to the

general fund, to a new intercity pas-
senger rail trust fund.

This rail trust fund would total ap-
proximately $3.9 billion dollars over 5
years to be used for capital improve-
ment projects. After the fifth year, the
revenues from the half cent would re-
vert back to the general fund. My bill
would create contract authority to
allow Amtrak to enter into contracts
necessary for long-term capital
projects. For States that do not have
Amtrak service, it would provide fund-
ing for qualified transportation ex-
penses.

This capital funding proposal is criti-
cal to Amtrak’s future.

Amtrak needs capital funding to
bring it’s equipment, facilities, and
tracks into a state of good repair.
Much of Amtrak’s equipment and in-
frastructure has exceeded its projected
useful life. The costs of maintaining
this aging fleet and the need to mod-
ernize and overhaul facilities through
capital improvements to the system
are serious financial challenges for
Amtrak. My proposal would help re-
verse these problems and give Amtrak
the resources necessary to meet its
capital investment needs.

Mr. President, Amtrak, and the Na-
tional Commission on Intermodal
Transportation have called for a secure
source of capital funding for Amtrak. I
believe that now is the time for this
Congress to reverse our current policy
that favors building more highways at
the expense of alternative means of
transportation such as intercity pas-
senger rail. Despite rail’s proven safe-
ty, efficiency, and reliability in Eu-
rope, Japan, and elsewhere, inter-city
passenger rail remains severely under-
funded in the United States. In fact,
over half of the Department of Trans-
portation’s spending authority is de-
voted to highways and another quarter
to aviation; rail still ranks last with
roughly 3 percent of total spending au-
thority.

Last year we spent $20 billion for
highways while capital investment for
Amtrak was less than $450 million.

In relative terms, between fiscal year
1980 and fiscal year 1994, transportation
outlays for highways increased 73 per-
cent, aviation increased 170 percent,
and transportation outlays for rail
went down by 62 percent. In terms of
growth, between 1982 and 1992 highway
spending grew by 5 percent, aviation by
10 percent, while rail decreased by 9
percent.

A problem that is going to increase is
the congestion on our roads. Between
1983 and 1990, Vehicle Miles Traveled
increased nationwide by 41 percent. If
current trends continue, delays due to
congestion will increase by more than
400 percent on our highways and by
more than 1000 percent on urban roads.
Highway congestion costs the United
States $100 billion annually, and this
figure does not include the economic
and societal costs of increased pollu-
tion and wasted energy resources.

Air travel is equally congested. Com-
mercial airlines in the U.S. presently
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